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Dea r  Dr. Tha le r ,  

I was  qu i t e  de l i g h t ed  a n d  r e l i eved  to  s e e  you r  letter to  S a tu r d ay  
Rev i ew,  Sc i ences ,  a b o u t th e  R o s e n h a n  stud ies.  I was  qu i t e  o u t r aged  th a t 
S c i e n ce  s hou l d  h a v e  a c cep te d  s uch  a n  ar t ic le  u n d e r  th e  g u i s e  o f c l in ica l  
sc ient i f ic r epo r t i ng  ra the r  th a n  o f po l em i ca l  ed i to r ia l i z ing .  

I a m  par t icu la r ly  d i s t ressed  th a t S c i e n ce  s hou l d  h a v e  p ub l i s h ed  
th e  ar t ic le  i n  th e  first i ns tance  w i thou t  th e  cr i t ical  c o m m e n t thrt  it 
w a s  a  ve ry  p o o r  e x a m p l e  i n d e e d  o f c l in ica l  i nvest iga t ion .  Im a g i n e  h o w  
a n  ar t ic le  w o u l d  h a v e  fa r e d  if it h a d  d e a l t w i th  th e  va l i da t i on  o f a  
n e w  d r u g  t rea tment  a n d  b a s e d  its conc l us i ons  o n  e v i d e nce  o f th e  k i nd  
th a t was  p r e s en te d  i n  th i s  art ic le! I w o u l d  cer ta in ly  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  
to  c o m m u n i c a te  to  th e  ed i to r  o f S c i e n ce  i n  th e  s a m e  te rms  as  you r  
c o m m e n t h e r e . It w o u l d  b e  par t icu la r ly  impo r tan t  to  h a v e  th is  c o m e  f rom 
s o m e o n e  wi th  c r e d e n tia l s  w i th in  th e  p ro fess ion ,  b u t I a m  a l so  i nd i ca t i ng  
m y  o w n  reac t i ons  to  th e  m a tte r  b y  a  c opy  o f th i s  letter to  Dr. A b e l s o n . 

T h e  fact  th a t s o m e  o f Dr. R o s e n h a n 's a l l ega t i ons  a b o u t w h a t u s e d  
to  b e  ca l l ed  s n a ke  p i ts a r e  b e l i e ved  a  p r io r i  to  h a v e  s o m e  mer i t ,  m a y  
we l l  h a v e  b l u r r ed  th e  scient i f ic j u d g m e n t o f m a n y  co l l e agues  w h o  w o u l d  
o the rw i se  h a v e  b e e n  equa l l y  -qu ick  to  c o m m e n t o n A th e  m e thodo l o g i c a l  
p r o b l ems  o f R o s e n h a n 's repor t .  

S ince re l y  yours ,  

J JL/r r  
cc: Dr. Ph i l i p  A b e l s o n  
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